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Gujarat is a richly 
rewarding destination 

for handicraft and textile 
shopping. The state has a 
rich legacy of handicrafts 

that goes back several 
thousand years. 

A HERITAGE OF HANDICRAFTS
 Shopping in Gujarat, a state known for its handwork, is a fascinating and exciting 

experience. The markets and emporia showcase handloom woven silk, cotton and woollen 
textiles, embroideries, block prints, tie-dyed fabrics, beadwork, jewellery, metal crafts, wood 
crafts, lacquered wooden furniture, terracotta crafts, bamboo products, agate stonework and 
other handmade products. Boutiques and lifestyle stores in cities like Ahmedabad, Vadodara, 
Surat and Rajkot offer elegant contemporary clothing and home decor made using handmade 

textiles and handicrafts, with modern interpretations of traditional styles. In many cities, 
towns and villages you can watch weavers and artisans at work, and buy directly from their 

workshops, cooperatives or `haats’. 
This booklet aims to guide visitors to Gujarat who want to visit artisans, weavers and markets 
in search of the state’s superb handicrafts. It covers a selection of fine handicrafts from tribal 
crafts to the contemporary interpretations of traditional handwork from mainland Gujarat, to 
the rest of the coast. Aimed at facilitating tourists visiting Gujarat to buy or study handicrafts, 

this booklet contains useful information about markets, shops, emporia, NGOs and  
self-help groups, and individual artisans.

Mashru 
weaving in 
Patan, North 
Gujarat. 
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Mainland 
GujARAT
This is the hub of modernisation 
in Gujarat. And tucked away in 
each of its major cities and towns 
is an array of traditional crafts...

Mainland Gujarat, the north-
south corridor that runs 
along the boundaries of the 

state with Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh 
and Maharashtra, contains vast plains 
watered by rivers like the Sabarmati, 
Mahi, Narmada and Tapti. The northern 
districts of Mehsana and Patan, have a rich 
repository of exquisite architecture that 
thrived during the 11th and 12th centuries 
when the Solanki Rajputs ruled Gujarat 
from the town Patan. These districts are 
historically known for their Bohra Muslim, 
Hindu and Jain mercantile families. Central 
and South Gujarat is dotted with the major 
cities of Gujarat, including Ahmedabad, 
Gandhinagar, Vadodara, Surat; industrial 
cities like Ankleshwar, Bharuch and Vapi; 
and Anand which was the birthplace of the 

legendary dairy movement. 
The affluence of these urban centres has 
fostered handwork like double ikat silk 
weaving, mashru weaving, lacquered 
woodwork, agate stone work and 
marquetry.  
In stark contrast to the urbanised districts, 
the Aravalli, Vindhya, Satpura and 
Sahyadhri hills that bind the eastern 
boundaries of Gujarat are inhabited 
by tribal groups. In tribal dominated 
districts like Sabarkantha, Chhota Udepur, 
Panchmahals and Dang you will find 
bamboo and cane work, terracotta crafts, 
utensils and folk paintings. 

PATAN AND 
NORTH GujARAT
The historical town of Patan boasts of 
splendid works of architecture, including 
a magnificent 11th century step well and 
beautiful temples. This town was the 
capital of Gujarat between the 8th and 15th 
century, and the rulers are said to have 
patronised the weaving legacy of Patan, 
that includes the double ikat techniques 
used to make its famous Patola silk textiles. 
The Patola uses the technique called double 
ikat, which involves tie-dyeing both the 
warp and the weft threads according to 
the required pattern of the fabric before 
setting them on the loom for weaving. 
The time, labour and expertise involved 
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Marquetry is the 
technique used to 
create exquisite 
patterns and mosaics 
on wooden surfaces.

An aari or needle 
work box.

An aari or needle 
work trunk.

Aari or needle work 
is practiced in Surat 
and Ahmedabad. 
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unique crafts of Ahmedabad is the Mata 
Ni Pachhedi. These are narrative paintings 
made by Vaghri families as ritual cloths for 
a number of ethnic communities; like the 
Kolis, Bharwads, Rabaris and Vaghris that 
offer the ritual cloths to the goddess. 
Traditionally hand-painted in the kalamkari 
style, today most of the Matani Pachhedis 
are block-printed though a few families 
in Ahmedabad still practice the original 
kalamkari techniques to create art pieces. 
Ahmedabad is also renown for its kundan 
jewellery, printed fabrics and woodcarving. 
About two hours from Ahmedabad, the 
town of Khambat (Cambay) is an important 
centre for agate stone work.  

with making a Patola makes it one of the 
most expensive and prestigious textiles in 
India. Today, only a few families from the 
Salvi community in Patan and Vadodara 
are involved in the art of Patola weaving. 
Since double ikat is only practised in a 
few places, it has much commercial 
and historical value. 
Patan also has a few remaining 
Mashru weavers. The Mashru 
is a fabric that is a mix of silk 
and cotton, traditionally worn 
by Muslim men who were 
not permitted by the sacred 
Islamic law to allow silk to 
touch their skin. The Mashru, 
literally meaning ‘permitted’ 
in Arabic, is a fabric that has 
an outer layer of silk yarn and 

an inner layer of cotton. While there were 
many centres of Mashru weaving including 
Lucknow and Patiala, today the tradition of 
Mashru weaving survives only in Patan and 
a few other places in Gujarat. 
About an hour north of Patan, Radhanpur 
in Banaskantha district has a unique 
community museum, started by the NGO, 
SEWA, which exhibits embroidery and 
other handwork of different communities. 
This district is specially known for its 
beautiful Aari embroidery. 

This technique is also called Mochi 
(cobbler’s) embroidery because it is 

traditionally used to embellish 
mojdi and other leather foot wear. 
It is still made here with intricate  
chain stitches. 
Travelling west from Radhanpur 
you come to the tribal areas of the 
Banaskantha and Sabarkantha 
district. Here, you find potters 
making earthenware utensils 
and votive terracotta figures. The 

terracotta figures are becoming 
popular objects of decoration in 

contemporary houses and gardens. 

Travel information: Patan is about 140kms 
from Ahmedabad, which has an international 
airport. Palanpur, the headquarters of 
Banaskantha district, has a well-connected 
railway station. While travelling here it is 
possible to stay in stunning heritage hotels. 
Balaram Palace Resort near Palanpur is 
a converted 1930s palace with modern 
amenities. There are also family-run heritage 
homestay properties like Darbargadh 
Poshina in Sabarkantha district, Bhavani 
Villa at Danta in Banaskantha district, Vijay 
Villas at Vijaynagar and Kadoli Farm in the 
Polo Forests. 

AHMEDABAD AND 
CENTRAL GujARAT
Gujarat’s largest city, Ahmedabad was 
founded in the 15th century, over the last 
six centuries it has assimilated a variety of 
cultures and architectural styles.One of the 

Vegetable and mineral 
colours are used for 
painting ritual cloths 
called Matani Pachhedi 
in Ahmedabad.

Only a few families in and around 
Ahmedabad practice the hand-painting 
or kalamkari techniques of making 
ritual cloths known as matani pachhedi.

Aari or needle 
work is practiced 

in Surat and 
Ahmedabad.  

The Patola called the 
Queen of Gujarat’s 
Textiles involves the 
intricate process of 
double ikat. 
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Travel information: Ahmedabad has 
an international airport, which makes it 
accessible from most important cities of 
India. Ahmedabad’s railway station is well 
connected to most state capitals as well. The 
city has a good choice of three and five  
star hotels. 

SANKHEDA
Sankheda, in the Vadodara district, is 
synonymous with its lac-coated turned 
wooden furniture. Sankheda’s artisans called 
`kharadi suthars’ specialise in woodwork, 
woodturning, lacquerware, hand-painting 
wood and carpentry, using hand-held tools, 
lathes and simple machinery. The process, 
techniques and colour schemes have evolved 
over the decades. The lacquerware style 
called Atishi is used for Sankedha furniture. 
This involves a cast of violet dye over which 
an emulsion prepared from kalai or tin is 
used to paint the designs. Sankheda is largely 
known for its furniture, like settees, chairs, 
swings, rocking chairs, screens, cabinets, 
cradles and low stools called `bajoths’, but 
the Suthars also produce smaller items like 

`dandiya’ sticks, candle 
stands, powder boxes, 
toys, utensils and rolling 
pins. You can also visit 
lacquered wooden temples 
at Sankheda. About an 
hour east from Sankheda, 
Chhota Udepur in Eastern Gujarat is the 
headquarters of a new district inhabited by 
tribal groups like the Rathwas. This area 
is known for its ritual arts like the votive 
terracotta figures and paintings called the 
pithoras. Other important crafts of Eastern 
Gujarat are pottery and metal ware, specially 
brass and copper utensils. 

Travel information: Sankheda is about 
47kms from Vadodara, which has an airport 
and a well-connected railway station. 
Vadodara has a good choice of three to five 
star hotels. You can also stay in heritage 
hotels of Chhota Udepur and Jambughoda. 

SuRAT AND SOuTH 
GujARAT 
Surat has for centuries been an important 

commercial hub of Gujarat. The 
Mughals realised the importance 
of Surat’s port as a base for trade 
and the Haj pilgrimage. The British and 
Dutch even established factories in 
Surat. Today, Surat is known for its 
textile and diamond cutting-and-
polishing industry. 
An interesting craft of Surat is Marquetry, 
locally called Sadeli. Marquetry is the 
art of decorating the surface of wooden 
articles with delicate pieces of wood and 
other materials in precisely cut geometrical 
shapes. While originally the art of Sadeli was 
used mainly for decorating doors, windows 
and furniture, today these craftsmen also 
embellish jewellery boxes, photo frames 
and other products. Other important crafts 
of Surat include the making of `Zari’ gold 
thread, brocades and Aari work. 
Travelling south from Surat, you come to the 
hilly Dang district, which is known for its 
bamboo crafts. The Warlis of Dang district 
is known for its wooden masks and folk 
paintings. North of Surat, Bharuch has a few 
Sujuni weavers. Sujuni is a double weave 

fabric filled with cotton. This technique is 
used to make blankets, which are effective 
because the cotton gives important insulation 
while being durable because of the technique 
of filling. 

Travel information: Surat has a domestic 
airport and its railway station is well 
connected to most of the major cities of 
India. Surat has three and five star hotels. 
Saputara in the Dang district is a hill 
station with contemporary hotels and very 
comfortable accommodation. 

Most of the world’s 
diamonds come to 

Surat for cutting 
and polishing. 

Ahmedabad 
and other cities 

of Gujarat 
are known for 
their jewellery 

including those 
with kundan or 

jadau work.  

Design institutes are 
keeping alive the 
legacy of jewellery 
making in Ahmedabad, 
Surat and other cities. 
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The Kathiawad Peninsula or 
Saurashtra has some of Gujarat’s 
most attractive monuments. This 

region was once divided into princely states 
and feudal principalities, ruled by Rajput 
clans, Kathi Durbars, Muslim dynasties 
and other land-owning families. These 
ruling  families commissioned impressive 
palaces and public buildings that can be 
seen in cities and towns like Bhavnagar, 
Junagadh, Jamnagar, Porbandar, Rakot, 
Morvi, Gondal, Wankaner, Dhrangadhra, 
Wadhwan, Limbdi, Muli, Jasdan, etc. Some 
of these palatial properties that have been 
converted into heritage hotels or museums 
offer an opportunity to see excellent 
examples of stone carving, appliqué, 
beadwork, brass ware, brass-embossed 
wooden crafts, silverware, ceramics and 
wood crafts produced in Saurashtra in the 
late 19th and early 20th century. Many of 
these prestigious crafts 
still thrive in the cities 
and towns  
of Saurashtra. 
Equally impressive are 
the crafts, including 
beadwork, embroidery 
and appliqué, of 
Kathiawad’s pastoral 
people like the Rabaris 
and Bharvads. Pottery 
and other utilitarian 
products are still 

handmade in the villages of Saurashtra. 
This region  also has many important 
handloom clusters. Khadi institutions 
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, are keeping 
alive the hand-spinning and handloom 
weaving traditions of this region. 

SuRENDRANAGAR 
Surendranagar district, together with 
khadi centres in villages like Arnej and 
Ranpur in neighbouring Ahmedabad 
district, comprise a major handloom textile 
producing region. There are a number 
of khadi and other handloom clusters in 
Surendranagar district. 
One of the unique weaves of this district is 
the Tangaliya or Tangaliyo, which literally 
means knot. The weaver adds extra threads 
to the weft, which he uses to create motifs 
and figures in a dotted pattern on the 
woven fabric. Tangaliya weavers made 

shawls and blankets 
for pastoral people like 
Bharvad shepherds who 
provided them with 
the wool for weaving. 
Today, a number of 
Tangaliya weave 
textiles are used in 
contemporary garments 
and as stoles. These can 
be bought at villages 
near Sayla, Lakhtar, 
Wadhwan, Dasada and 

SAuRASHTRA
The peninsula region of Gujarat is the heart of most of its tradtional 
handicrafts and is studded with many khadi centres.

Handloom 
weaving at 

Gondal. A beautifully 
woven kurta from 
Sourashtra. 
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Kansaras, of Wadhwan district, make 
traditional objects like gagar, ghada, deghdu, 
bhagona, matli, goli, charodi, as well as 
modern objects like lamp shades, containers, 
candle holders and bookmarks.     
Halwad, Dhrangadra and Wadhwan 
are centres for stone carving done by 
stonemasons of the Sompura caste or 
migrants from other states. The Sompura 
artisans received much patronage from the 
princely states, temple buildings and the 
Bhakti Movement in Gujarat. 

Travel information: From the Ahmedabad 
airport it is a drive of about two hours to 
most of the craft centres in the district 
like Dasada, Ambala, Bajana, Sayla, 
Dhranagadhra and Wadhwan. Heritage 
hotels like the Bell Guest House in Sayla 
and the Ambika Niketan Palace in Muli 
offer accommodation. The Rajmahal Palace 
of Wadhwan also has rooms to let. Eco-
resorts near the Little Rann of Kutch, like 
Rann Riders, Royal Safari Camp and Desert 
Coursers also offer handicraft tours.

Bajana, which lie on tourist trails. Another 
interesting buy in this district are ikat silk 
fabrics. The single ikat done at various 
places in this district, including Somasar and 
Sayla, creates a less expensive version of the 
ultra-rich double ikat Patolas of Patan. 
While visiting the Little Rann of Kutch 
and the Wild Ass Sanctuary, it is possible 
to visit villages of Surendranagar district 
where women do beadwork, which involves 
attaching beads to each other or to cloth to 
create decorative crafts. 
The Mirs, a nomadic and semi-nomadic 
community that has settlements in the area 
around Dasada in the eastern part of the 
district bordering the Little Rann of Kutch, 
have started making beaded bangles for 
sale to tourists visiting here. Apart from 
handloom woven textiles and related crafts 
like embroidery, tie-dye and beadwork, this 
district is also known for metalwork  
and stone carving.
Wadhwan is an important centre for 
bandhani tie-dye and metalwork. The 
utensils of Wadhwan, like the Brass Gadhas, 
are especially famous. The artisans, called 

RAjKOT 
The city of Rajkot is known for its silver 
jewellery and silk weaving. The Patola 
weavers of Rajkot also practice single ikat, 
which involves tie-dyeing either the warp or 
the weft threads before weaving. There are a 
number of ikat weavers here who work from 
home or workshops. An interesting place to 
watch handloom weaving and ikat weaving 
is the Rashtriya Shala, an institution founded 
by Mahatma Gandhi in the 1920s. In this 
historic campus, spinning and weaving is 
taught to aspiring weavers. 
Another important craft found in the Amreli 
and Bhavnagar districts is the technique of 
metal embossing on wooden surfaces. It is 
used to decorate temples, wooden objects, 
and furniture including the low stools 
called bajots, miniature shrines and cases. 
Rajkot, Amreli and Palitana are among the 
other important centres for metal embossed 
woodcrafts.The town of Gondal, south 
of Rajkot, has one of the most thriving 

handloom units in the district. Called 
Udhyog Bharati, the Khadi Plaza is found 
on the Rajkot-Porbandar National Highway 
just before the entrance to Gondal. Here you 
can see the processes of spinning, handloom 
weaving and hand-dyeing. Udhyog Bharati 
also makes contemporary products like shirts 
and home linen from khadi. The emporium 
here sells a variety of handicrafts of the 
Saurashtra region like pataras, leather crafts 
and ceramics. 
Rajkot and Bhavnagar districts are also 
known for their potters. The potters of Botad 

Rabari embroidery 
at Dasada in 
Surendranagar 
district of Saurashtra.

Terracotta 
pottery products 

from Botad in 
Saurashtra.

Samples 
of Rabari 

embroidery.

Block printing 
at Jetpur in 
Saurashtra. 
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have successfully created contemporary 
design products like vases, decorative crafts 
and ceramic ornaments using traditional 
pottery techniques. 

Travel information: Rajkot and Bhavnagar 
have airports connected to cities like 
Mumbai. There are three and five star hotels 
in Rajkot. Check out Nilambag Palace Hotel 
and Narayani Heritage in Bhavnagar.

jAMNAGAR
Jamnagar is an important centre for 
bandhani, the tie-dye technique used to 
create patterned textiles. The bandhani of the 
Khattris of Jamnagar and Kutch is known 
for its fine dots and contours of patterns. It is 
specially prized because the city lies near the 
Rangmati and Nagmati, whose waters during 
the post-dyeing immersion process is said to 
lend a lovely richness to the colours. 

help groups of these communities 
formed by Tata Chemicals Ltd 
and local organisations are now 
making more modern products 
with traditional appliqué 
techniques. 

Travel information: Jamnagar 
has an airport, which receives 
flights from Mumbai and other 
cities. Hotel Express, Hotel 
President, Fortune Palace and 
New Aram offer comfortable 
accommodation in Jamnagar. 
Dwarka also has hotels like Dwarka 
Regency and Damji. You can buy 
a variety of appliqué products at 
Mithapur where the Tata Chemicals 
Complex is located.

Travelling west from 
Jamnagar to the region called 
Okha Mandal, between the 
temple town of Dwarka 
and the port of Okha, you 
find villages of Bhopa 
Rabari and other pastoral 
communities. The women of 
these communities are adept at 
appliqué. A number of self-

Terracotta pottery 
products from Botad 
in Saurashtra.

Beadwork of the 
Mirs at Dasada, 
in Saurashtra. 

Terracotta 
pottery products 
from Botad in 
Saurashtra.
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Traditionally done on trousseau or 
‘dowry clothing’, embroidery is part 
of the culture of Kutch and less of a 

means of earning and employment than the 
creative expression of the distinct culture 
and identity of each community. Besides 
the variety of embroidery styles, Kutch is 
well known for some of the finest bandhani 
or tie-dye in India, Ajrakh block printing, 
silverware, woodcrafts, pottery and other 
handicrafts. The rulers of Kutch and the 
rich mercantile families who lived along the 
Gulf of Kutch were among the patrons of 
many handicrafts. Today, the Kutch district 
is extremely well organised for handicraft 
tourism. Here, you can visit villages to watch 
artisans at work in outlets run by NGOs and 
self-help groups, as well as markets and craft 
parks where artisans demonstrate their skills. 

BHuj AND AROuND
Bhuj is the headquarters of the Kutch district 
and this is where you find 
dealers and retailers of 
most of the handicrafts 
of Kutch including silver 
jewellery, embroidered 
fabrics and tie-dye. It 
makes an ideal base to 
visit a number of villages 
that specialise in distinct 
crafts like weaving, 
embroidery and Ajrakh 
printing. Bhuj also has 

one of the few families 
that makes weft-ikat 
saris and stoles  
in Kutch.  
About 12kms from Bhuj, 
Bhujodi is known for its award
winning weavers called Vankars. 
The weaver families produce 
colourful shawls, traditional 
blankets like the dhabda, dhablas and 
floor coverings like woolen durries. The 
shawls and other products are distinguished 
by their intricate woven patterns, tight 
weaving, and embellishments of tie-dye 
or embroidery. Many of the weavers of 
this village have won prestigious national 
awards for their work. The colourful shawls 
and durries of Bhujodi are usually woven 
with motifs, which have been passed down 
through generations of artisan communities. 
While usually wool was sourced from the 
pastoral communities like the Rabaris, 

the weavers today also use 
cottons, Merino wools, 
acrylics and silks. The 
shawls may be embellished 
further with tie-dye, mirror 
work embroidery and other 
handwork. 
Bhujodi is also known 
for Rabari and Marwada 
embroidery. You will also 
find a Marwada working on 
carving wood in Bhujodi. 

KuTCH
The northwestern district of Gujarat is known as one 
of the richest areas for embroidery in India! 

Ajrakh printing is 
achieved through an 

elaborate process 
in villages like 

Dhamadka and 
Ajrakhpur in Kutch. 
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Continue from Bhujodi to the villages of 
Dhaneti and Paddhar, which have substantial 
Ahir populations. Ahirs are traditionally a 
pastoral group that identifies itself with the 
Gope Culture of Lord Krishna but today 
many of the Ahir men are businessmen. 
Several Ahir women in villages of Kutch, 
like Dhaneti, Padhhar, Tappar, Lodai, Ratnal, 
etc continue to embroider for their own 
use and for a second source of household 
income. Ahir embroidery is known for its 
flowing style, with peacock, floral and other 
motifs, and circular patterns. They use ladder 
chain stitch, herringbone stitch and  
round mirrors. 
Paddhar is also home to the Dhebaria 
Rabari, a pastoral group who live in villages 
like Makhiyan, Bhardoi, Mamuara, Nadapa, 
Raydhanpar, Varnora and Dudhai. The 
Dheberia Rabari embroiders are known for 

their highly skilled work and accent stitches, 
but many of them no longer embroider 
because of a ban imposed by elders in the 
community. But you can still get some fine 
work with detailing in these villages. Some 
of their border motifs derive from Sindh and 
the princely courts of Kutch. 
A short distance from these villages, 
Dhamadka and Ajrakhpur are well-known 
centres of Ajrakh, richly printed fabrics. 
Predominantly blue with red and white 
accents, Ajrakh originally used indigo and 
madder. The name probably derives from the 
Arabic word for blue, Azrak. The rich prints 
on the surface of this fabric are achieved 
through different stages of mordant dyeing 
and resist printing. This elaborate process 
can take weeks to complete and uses a large 
number of engraved printed blocks for 
selective dyeing. Using mineral and herbal 

An exquisite 
embroidery sample 
from the Kala Raksha 
Museum in Kutch.

Rabaris from Kutch 
use mirrors to 

embellish fabrics. 



Travel information:  Kutch Safari Lodge 
facing the Rudramata Lake lies at the 
entrance to Banni from Bhuj. The place 
to stay in the Banni region is Shaam-e-
Sarhad, an endogenous resort decorated with 
traditional handicrafts. At Hodka you see the 
embroidery of the Halepotra pastoral group 
and the Meghwal Harijans. Besides fabrics, 
this village is good for embroidered leather 
products. West from Hodka are the villages 
of Dhorodo and Gorewali, excellent places 
for the minutely detailed embroidery of the 
Mutwas. Kala Raksha Trust at Sumrasar 
Shaikh has a museum featuring a collection 
of heirloom embroidery, which can offer 
an insight into the different embroidery 
traditions of the Kutch region, and a retail 
shop. The Kutch Mahila Vikas Sangathan 
runs a centre at Khavda, which is a good 
place to source fine embroideries of various 
groups under their Qasab label. Khavda is 
also a centre for Lohana embroidery, leather 
embroidery, pottery and ajrakh.
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villages of pastoral and artisanal groups 
known for their embroidery. Sumrasar 
Shaikh is an important centre for the Soof 
embroidery of the Sodha Rajputs, as are 
villages like Kuran, Loriya and Bibbar, all 
on this route. The Meghwal Harijan is an 
artisanal group spread across a number of 
villages like Bhirandiara, Sadai, Dumado, 
Dhrobana, Kuran, Tuga, Andhau, Gorewali, 
Dhorodo. They practice embroidery styles 
like Soof, Paako, Kharek, Kambira and Kudi 
which vary with the village. 
Garasia Jath women, in villages like 
Sumrasar Jathwali, stitch a variety of 
geometric patterns in counted work based 
on cross-stitch studded with minute 
mirrors. They are known for their superbly 
embroidered yokes. Dhaneta and Fakiriani 
Jaths embroider tiny bars of tight satin stitch 
with radiating circles of couched stitch. 
Apart from embroidery, the villages of 
Bhirandiara, Hodka, Gorewali, Dhorodo and 
Dumado are known for their very creative 
and interesting appliqué or patchwork. The 
Jadeja Rajput women of villages like Bibbar 
also do appliqué work. 

WESTERN KuTCH
Travelling from Bhuj towards Nakhatrana, 
you can visit the village of Badhli, which 
is well known for its silk bandhani. The 
Khattris of Badhli show a sophisticated 
sense of composition in their work. Apart 
from traditional veils called odhni, tunics 
called abho, turbans and shawls, the Badhli 
artisans now produce stoles and lifestyle 
garments with trendy tie-dye patterns.  
Around Nakhatrana, a number of villages 
are known for embroideries—direct and 
reverse, appliqué, and bandhani. Nirona 
and Zura near Nakhatrana are known colours, Ajrakh is said to be well suited to 

the extreme climates of Kutch. The fabric 
cools in summer and warms in winter. From 
these villages, you can travel onward to 
Anjar, which is known for its bandhani. 

Travel Information: Bhuj has an airport, 
railway station and a number of modern 
hotels. The Hiralaxmi Memorial Craft Park 
and the showroom of the Shrujan NGO in 
Bhujodi, and the Khammir Craft Research 
Centre at Kukma offer an opportunity to see 
and buy many handicrafts of Kutch. The 
markets of Bhuj and Anjar should also be 
explored for good buys. 

BANNI
The highway from Bhuj to Khavda goes 
through the grasslands of Banni, dotted with 

Single ikat silk 
weaving in Kutch.

Embroidered choli 
from the Kala  Raksha 

Museum in Kutch. 

At Bhadli village in 
Kutch, artisans tie-dye 
silks to create lifestyle 

products like stoles. 

Applique is 
an important 

craft of Kutch.
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for interesting crafts like melodic bells, 
lacquered woodwork and rogan painting. 
The entire family of Muslim Lohars is 
involved in the process of making the bells, 
with the craftsman being finally responsible 
for shaping and setting the sound of the 
bell. Traditionally made as cowbells for 
pastoral communities, it is now possible 
to get `jhumars’ (frames or chains) of bells 
as melodic hangings for the home. The 
woodworkers of Nirona and Nakhatrana also 
undertake wood and lac turnery. 
A rare art of Nirona, now practiced by only 
one family, Rogan is the art of decorating 
fabrics with colours that use a castor oil 
base. The process begins with boiling the 
castor oil till it thickens and then adding the 
colours that the oil will absorb. The paint 
created by this mix is applied to the palms of 
the artisan’s hand, and it becomes a stringy 
paste from which the colour can come off on 
an iron rod or wooden stick like threads. A 
wooden or metal stick serves both as a brush 
and stylus, and the canvas is usually a dark 

coloured cloth. With the `threads’ of paint, 
the artisan painstakingly makes the outline 
on half the cloth and then folds the piece 
to repeat the pattern in the other half. Then 
the outlines are filled with colour. The price 
of the piece depends on the intricacy of the 
design. A three square foot piece that takes 
three months to make with intricate motifs 
in colour could cost `3,000 while a cloth-
bound folder with simple designs of the 
same size would set a buyer back anywhere 
between `200 to `3,000. Travelling west 
towards Tera, you find villages known for 
their Jath embroidery and bandhani. Tera 
itself is a centre for printing and Sodha 
Rajput embroidery. 

Travel information:  Accommodations 
near Nakhatrana include Devpur Darbargarh 
Heritage Homestay at Devpar near Bhadli, 
the Infinity Rann of Kutch Resort and the 
CEDO Camp at Moti Virani, which is a 

A worker 
from Bhadli 
tie-dying a 

stole.

An embroidery 
sample from the 

Kala  Raksha 
Museum in Kutch. 

A tie-dye 
silk stole.
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Shopping and 
MARKETS
AhmedAbAd, beInG The commercIAl hub of GujArAT, Is An 
excellenT plAce for shoppInG...

The markets of Manek Chowk, Rani-No-
Haziro, Dalgharwad, Revdi Bazaar, Teen 
Darwaja and Ramakda Market are worth 
exploring for textiles, jewellery and utensils.
Garvi Gurjari has emporia for handicrafts 
of Gujarat in Ahmedabad, Surat, Rajkot and 
Vadodara (gurjari.co.in/emporia) 
Kamdhenu Complex at Panjarapol 
Crossroads in 
Ahmedabad 
houses a number 
of handicraft and 
khadi emporia.

Kapasi (kapasi.
com) is a shop for 
handicrafts and you 
will find lacquered 
furniture from 
Sankheda and 
brass-embossed 
wooden boxes 
from Saurashtra 
here. The Khanpur, 
Shahpur and Dani 
Limda areas offer a 
variety of woodcrafts and other handicrafts 
of Gujarat.

Ashram Road, CG Road and the New 
West Zone of Ahmedabad have an array of 
lifestyle stores that sell trendy garments and 
jewellery made using traditional handicrafts.  

Artisan’s Cottage  (+91-9825067875) 
and Bandhej (0790-26422181), near the 
Mithakali Six Roads, are specially known 
for their lifestyle garments and artifacts 
using handicrafts. 

For lacquered and turned woodcrafts, visit 
the furniture workshops in Sankheda 

and Vadodara’s 
Dandiya Bazaar.

 Surat’s textile 
markets are 
excellent for zari 
and aari work. 
For marquetry, 

visit the artisans 
at Rughnathpura 
Main Road near 

the Laldarwaja in 
Surat. One of the 
best known artisans 
is Rakesh Petigara 
(+91-9374542424). 
He usually has 
ornamental boxes 

with the patchwork of wood and acrylic 
in Persian motifs for sale. On commission 
artisans also do work on furniture surfaces.

For Patola and Mashru, visit the old town 
of Patan. Salvivad is specially well-known 
for its Patola weavers. Now some Patola 

village known for its bandhani. 

COASTAL KuTCH
The coastal district of Mundra is known 
for Kachchi Rabari families who make fine 
embroidery. Using chain stitch they outline 
the patterns and then use a regular sequence 
of mirrors and accent stitches to fill and 
decorate them. Rabaris also use decorative 
back stitching, called bakhiya, to decorate 
the seams of blouses and jackets. One of the 
finest places to see and buy Kachchi Rabari 
embroidery is the picturesque village of 
Tunda Vandh. The Kala Raksha Vidhyalaya 
in Vandh is an institution of design for 
traditional artisans.
From Vandh, travel onward to the port town 
of Mundra. This is the home of one of the 
few artisans who still make felted rugs called 
Namda, using a technique that is similar to 
appliqué. Karim Mansuri, an artisan, first 
wets the wool, and then tightens and presses 
the fibre, to create a yarn. Felting happens 
when tiny scales cover every strand of 
wool. The primary mechanism of felting is 
abrasion. As the individual hairs get rubbed 

together, the scales catch on each other,  
and the effect is that the whole thing shrinks 
in an irreversible way to make a square. 
The second layer is laid by moving the wool 
threads at a right angle so the end fibres 
connect to the fibres of the previous layer. 
From Mundra, the road runs west to 
Mandvi, known as a beach destination. 
Near this coastal town, the Shri Vivekanand 
Gramodyog Society is working on 
promoting batik. Batik features a resist 
medium, which is printed or drawn. The 
fabric created using the manual wax-resist 
dyeing is stitched by this society into 
garments and accessories that are for sale. 

Travel information: You can access 
Mundra and Mandvi from Bhuj which 
has both an airport and railway station; 
Gandhidham’s railway station or Kandla’s 
airport. There are many hotels near the port 
of Mundra. The Beach at Mandvi Palace is 
the first beach resort of Kutch. Apart from 
the textile crafts, scale models of boats can 
be brought at Mandvi town. 

Embroidered 
cushion covers 

from the Kala 
Raksha Museum 

in Kutch. 



GujARAT’S HANDICRAFT LEGACY
 The deep-rooted heritage of handicrafts in Gujarat goes back thousands of years.  

Excavations at Lothal, a Harappan site in Ahmedabad district, have shown that metallurgy, 
pottery, seal cutting, jewellery-making and bead crafting reached high standards of maturity 

in Gujarat between 2400 and 1900BC. 
The handicraft repertoire of Gujarat has been enriched by centuries of contacts with different 

lands. Gujarat’s 1666 km of coastline open to the Arabian Sea facilitated trade with the 
Middle-east, the western world, African ports, South East Asia and China since ancient times. 
The Portuguese, the Dutch and the British established trading bases along the Gujarat coast 
in the medieval period.  A succession of traders, invaders, conquerors and immigrants who 

landed on the Gujarat coast have all left their mark on the crafts of Gujarat. The influence of 
the Arabs, the Mughals, the European powers, the Zoroastrians or Parsees who came to South 

Gujarat fleeing their native Iran and the post-partition immigrants from the Sindh province 
can be seen in some of the handicrafts that have now become part of Gujarat’s rich legacy. 
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Jamnagar’s markets like Chandi Bazaar 
and Darbargadh should be explored for fine 
bandhani sarees, stoles and cloth pieces. 
A number of active NGOs in Kutch are 
working on promoting handicrafts of the 
district. Shrujan (shrujan.org), Kala Raksha 
(kala-raksha.org) and Qasab Kutch Mahila 
Vikas Sangathan all have their own outlets in 
or around Bhuj that are excellent for buying 
handicrafts specially pieces of embroidery 
and apparel with tie-dye, prints, embroidery, 
applique and other hand-embellishment. 

Khamir (khamir.org) has a craft centre at 
Kukma village that is good for a variety 
of handicrafts including those that are on 
the decline. Shri Vivekanand Gramodyog 
Society at Mandvi has a workshop and outlet 
selling a huge range of handcrafted products 
like batik apparel, woodcarvings, beadwork, 
etc. The markets of Bhuj and Mandvi yield a 
huge range of handicrafts. 

weavers have set up workshops near Rani ki 
Vav, for the benefit of tourists. You can buy a 
silk saree, stole, scarf or a piece of fabric, or 
even commission a Patola for yourself!
Hansiba is the fashion brand of SEWA Trade 
Facilitation Centre (STFC), which promotes 
the embroidery of Banaskantha. Hansiba  
has an outlet at  Chandan Complex on C. G. 
Road, Ahmedabad (079-26405784) which 
sells contemporary products like garments, 
bags and home linen with the embroideries 
of Banaskantha.

For those visiting Rajkot, the area around 
Virani School is excellent for buying ikat 
clothing. Udhyog Bharati at Gondal, with 
outlets in other major centres of Saurashtra, 
has transformed khadi into new products like 
denim and contemporary shirts. Their shop 
in Gondal sells a variety of handicrafts from 
across Saurashtra like pottery from Botad 
and brassware from Jasdan.  

Jamnagar is 
an important 

centre for 
Bandhani or 

tie-dye
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